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Charles Sumner, by his pertinacity in a misguided
humanitarianism." The President stood alone in
his responsibility, but his chief opponents were the
ablest leaders of a resolute band of radicals.

Radicalism did not begin in the Administration
of Andrew Johnson.   Lincoln had felt its covert
opposition throughout the war, but he possessed
the faculty of weakening his opponents, while
Johnson's conduct usually multiplied the number
and the strength of his enemies.   At first the radi-
cals criticized Lincoln's policy in regard to slavery,
and after the Emancipation Proclamation they
shifted their attack to his "ten per cent" plan for
organizing the state governments as outlined in the
Proclamation of December, 1863.  Lincoln's course
was distasteful to them because he did not admit
the right of Congress to dictate terms, because of
his liberal attitude towards former Confederates,
and because he was conservative on the negro
question.   A schism among the Republican sup-
porters of the war was with difficulty averted in
1864,when Fremont threatened to lead the radicals
in opposition to the "Union" party of the President
and his conservative policy.

The breach was widened by the refusal of Con-
gress to admit representatives from Arkansas and